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A Note From Your Principal

Important Dates

November
3    No School 
9 Report Cards go 

home
10 Mobile Family Center 

at Lake Betty
16 Virtual Book Fair 

begins
17 SAC/PTO virtual 

mtgs.
26 – 27  No School -

Thanksgiving Break

December

11 Picture Day (in   

uniform)

14 Progress Report 

Cards

18 Winter Fest Drive-

Through

24 Winter Break begins

January

1 Last Day of Winter 

Break

4 Return to School

15 End of Quarter 2

18 No School

19 Quarter 3 begins

25 Report Cards sent 

home

Reasons to be Thankful

The start of this school year has been unlike any other that many of us have ever
experienced. Through the changes we have had to make to ensure the health
and safety of our students and staff, I have seen some amazing things take place
that I am incredibly thankful for. As the Holiday Season approaches, I wanted to
take a moment to share some of the things I am most thankful for in this year of
uncertainty.

I am thankful that I get to spend time, in-person, with your beautiful, amazing
children every day. Visiting classrooms or the cafeteria to visit and talk with some
very special and remarkable children is absolutely the best part of my day! Thank
you for extending trust to us in a year when safety is paramount!

I am thankful for the dedicated Positive Astro Staff at Neil Armstrong – Without
each of them, our school would not be able to meet such high standards and the
needs of all of our students. Please join me in thanking them for their dedication to
our students and families!

I am so thankful each day when all of our children arrive home safely after school –
Our staff works tirelessly each day to make sure each of our students get home
safely.

I am very thankful to our staff and family members who always lead by example
and set a good example for our students – Our students are ever so observant and
learn from everyone around them. Thank you for working hard to set a good
example for our students!

I am thankful to our SAC and PTO for all they do each day for our staff, students
and families – Their continued support is invaluable to our staff, students and
families!

I am thankful for our community and their support – I am constantly amazed at
how often organizations and people step forth to donate their time and resources
to our school and families! Please note that we include personal thank you notes
on the back page of this newsletter each month to recognize these special groups
and individuals.

Happy Thanksgiving to each of you, and thank you for all you do to support us!

Sincerely,
Angie Taillon, Principal



Please try to keep your child’s way of going home
consistent from day to day. While we realize that
emergencies sometimes arise, we have found it to be
very confusing for young children when a parent
continuously changes the way they go home each
day. Teachers are required to send students home their
normal way each day unless a written, signed note
from the parent or guardian is sent in requesting a
change in dismissal for a designated time period.
Please remind your child to give any notes from you to
his/her teacher, or make sure that you place it in his/her
Planner. We cannot accept verbal messages from
children that they have a change in their way home.
Phone calls, Class Dojo or Remind will not be accepted
for transportation changes because we simply cannot
tell who is requesting the change in these forms of
communication. Therefore, you must come to the
office in person or send in a signed note.

Transportation ChangesSchool Hours

8:05—8:35am   Breakfast

8:35am – Beat the Bell by        
being in Class

8:40am – Tardy Bell; parents 
need to sign their student in 
at the front office.

3:10pm – Dismissal: buses, 

parent pick-up, 

bikers and walkers

Early Dismissal

Please keep in mind that 

there is no early dismissal 

after 2:30pm unless prior 

approval has been granted 

by administration.

The Family Reading and Resource 

Center

Title I

Room 125-H

Covid has brought changes to our

beloved Family Center. Since families

are unable to visit our center in person,

our Family Center has gone mobile!

Mrs. Smith hopes to see you at one,

some, or all of our mobile events. There

will be books to check-out and keeper

books for students at each event.

Our next Mobile Family Center event

will be on Thursday, November 19, 2020,

from 4:30-6:30pm at Lake Betty Park on

Conway BLVD.

In addition, your child can fill out a

check-out form to take check-out

books home to read and a keeper

book to keep in your home library. Your

teacher will have the forms

Positive Astros are so happy to have
Officer Nova on campus with us every 

day!

Our School Resource Officer, Cesar Nova,

began his law enforcement career in 2002

as a Florida State Trooper in the Florida Keys.

He moved to SW Florida in 2003 and has

worked as a Charlotte County Deputy for

the Sheriff’s Office since 2008. He has served

as a Road Patrol Deputy since, and was

selected to Juvenile Operation’s Unit as a

School Resource Officer in August 2019. He

has a passion for his job and loves working

with kids, where he can make a difference.

He began as a School Resource Officer at

Port Charlotte High School and was

permanently assigned as the SRO for Neil

Armstrong Elementary in February 2020. SRO

Nova enjoys spending time with his children

and family.



The ART Studio

The Charlotte County Tax Collector’s office is sponsoring a county-wide school art
contest. Students from all over the county are participating in this fundraiser. Art
students apply thinking and creative skills to create a personal tag design. Students
are given the opportunity to transform their paper designs into a real metal lincense
plate.

Neil Armstrong would like to congratulate the following students for being our top 
artists:

John Do
Temperance Moore
Addison Provencal
Dyllan Weimert
Tara White

These artists will represent NAE in the final judging. Judging of Kid’s Tag Art will be held 
at the Charlotte County Tax Collector’s office on Murdock Circle. Awards will 
include:

1. Two Awards of Distinction winners p/school
2. Tax Collector Award
3. Sponsorship Award

4. Special awards from sponsors within the Kid’s Tag Art partnership

Community/Business Partner 

Recognition

NAES would like to sincerely thank the

following businesses and community

partners for their recent contributions to our

students’ success at our school. Their

generous support is greatly appreciated:

▪ Chick-fil-A

▪ Yah Yah Girls (Backpacks for Kidz)

▪ Kiwanis Clubs of Port Charlotte and Punta 

Gorda

▪ San Antonio Council’s Knights of 

Columbus #12456

▪ Sonshine Baptist Church

▪ Port Charlotte United Methodist Church

▪ Pelican Snoballs

▪ Dimpal & Lokeshkkumar Patel

▪ Local Winn-Dixies

▪ Patriot Riders

STEM: Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math

STEM held its first virtual STEM Night

on October 22. It was called

“Catapults and Towers”. Students

in grades 4 and 5 were invited to

participate from home for this

virtual event. Special thanks to Mr.

Eyrich, Mrs. Wiley and Mrs. C. Smith

for putting this together for our

Positive ASTROS who participated!

It sure was so much fun!



MEDIA Center Happenings

Students have been busy checking out books and learning how to be safe and healthy in the library

while following CDC guidelines. We check-in books now while we are physically distanced in

line. Our assigned seats are spread apart, and we use our arms as guides to keep apart from our

friends while we are checking out. Masks are to be worn at ALL times in the library, and we have

lanyards with a library barcode on them so we don't have to touch the keypad anymore when we

are checking out books! Overall, we are getting used to the new ways of doing things. We just

don't like having to wait 3 days for our books to be germ-free before we can check them out

again! Mrs. Kipfinger is making sure we are all safe though, and sprays our tables/chairs with

sanitizing spray after each class.

Read alouds have been taking place while students are in their assigned seats. Books have been

transferred to PowerPoint presentations so that students can see the book pages up on the big

screen while Mrs. Kipfinger reads aloud. We prefer to be huddled up on the rug to listen to stories,

but this is a good substitute until we can be close together again. We are also looking forward to

our new books that will be delivered soon...almost 300 new books are on the way to keep students

motivated and excited about reading.

Students in grades 4 and 5 have been challenged to read all the new Sunshine State novels again

this year. The stories are some of the best around, and students earn cool prizes as they read. I

know that many students are aiming for the Pizza Party and Ice Cream Sundae Party prizes for

reading between 10 and 15 books. This is a great opportunity for students to devour some amazing

books, earn AR points, and scoop up some fun prizes along the way. I can't wait to see how many

books all our students read!

From November 16 - December 4, we will be having an ONLINE Book Fair. You will be able to order

your favorite books using a code that will be sent home soon. Books will be delivered to the school,

so you don't even have to pay shipping! Orders will be delivered to classrooms for students to take

home before Winter Break. Look for the Book Fair flyer with all the important information to come

home soon! All profits made from the Book Fair are used to fund library activities, such as the

Sunshine State contest listed above, and purchasing more books to replace those that have been

lost or damaged. I hope you find many books at the Online Book Fair to inspire your child to READ!

Notes from the MUSIC Room

During the first quarter, students in grades K through 3 have been moving to the 
music! We learned about the steady beat and meter in Music. We then did some 
activities using the Body Percussion Dance using the rhythm of words and 
syllables. We also practiced the Sight Words Dance to practice our reading skills.

Our students in grades 4 and 5 have heard the Mariachi Music of Mexico and 
learned about famous historic composers and their music. We had lessons on 
Handel, Bach, Sousa and Joplin.

Throughout the school year, we will continue to learn about music notation, music 
history and music in world cultures.



Kinderbits

Our kindergarten students have had a great start to the 2020-2021 school year. They
are starting to learn what it means to be a Neil Armstrong Positive ASTRO and
beginning to practice the 7 Habits of Happy Kids. Students have learned about their
5 Senses, Fall, numbers to 10, shapes, letters and sounds, and started studying their
sight words. Students have also learned what it means to celebrate freedom and all
about Columbus Day.

Kindergarten will continue to “Rise Up” to achieve our reading and math goals as we
work towards our goal to become an A School. In November, students will also have
a great time learning about plants and pumpkins and the first Thanksgiving.

From the PE Court

We have been learning the P.E. rules and Procedures. Students must wear SNEAKERS
to my class! Don’t forget to bring along a water bottle, too!

We start each class by doing fitness activities and adding one repetition each week:
Jumping jacks, lunges, squats, sit-ups and push ups daily.

Due to Covid, we are limiting the use of equipment for a while....

In grades K-2, we have been working on locomotor skills like galloping, skipping,
leaping, hopping when the music plays, and freezing when it stops. We are also
doing a variety of large group songs with motion. We will continue to add equipment
and games slowly to cover our standards. We also learned to throw with the opposite
leg and arm into a target with our SOCKS.

In grades 3-5, we have been learning to incorporate Directional Games on the
pavilion and are also introducing stations. Our activities have been focusing on
muscular strengths, eye-hand coordination, Scooter Soccer, jump rope skills, using a
long rope, as well as Chinese jump rope. We will focus next on gymnastics and the
Pacer Test.

For safety purposes, wearing masks and sneakers is a must outside.



Second Grade Scoop

We are off to a wonderful start this school year. Our students have been working hard to

increase their reading levels and their math fact fluency. In the classroom, students are

using the program Freckle daily to work on independent reading and math skills. We are

also using a program Formative Loop to work on independent math skills. Please

remember that students should be using the program Freckle at home for 20-30 minutes

daily for extra practice.

The classroom skills we have focused on are:

▪ Reading: Fact and Details, Sequencing, Main Idea and Details and Inferencing.

▪ Math: Adding and Subtracting, Finding the Unknown number and Even and Odd

▪ Science: Earth’s Surface (Rocks and Minerals, Soil, Changes in Weather, The Sun, and 

Air.)

▪ Social Studies: Where is Florida?, Rules and Responsibility, Good Citizens,  Together We 

Can Make a Difference and Technology. 

Please remember that your child should be taking an AR test daily at school (unless they 

are reading chapter books) and reading at home for 20 minutes.

Please see your child’s planner, as it provides a good checklist for homework routines.

First Grade Flash

First Grade is excited to start quarter two with your child! This

quarter we will be starting many new units of study.

We will dig deeper into comprehending what we read.

Readers will identify character actions and behavior patterns

while reading and continue understanding proficient story

retelling. Students will be immersed into procedural

informational (how-to) writing pieces as we kick off our next

writing unit, as well. You can help your child by brainstorming

topics they are an expert at and could write the steps

necessary to do their activity.

In math, we will continue working on our addition and

subtraction units. Students will continue to gain a deeper

understanding of these concepts. Daily practice with addition

and subtraction facts for fluency is especially important. Please

try to help your child with practice their fact each evening for

5-10 minutes.

Some ways to continue to help at home include practicing

sight words, reading daily with your child for fluency, practicing

addition and subtraction flashcards, and writing three

complete sentences on a topic of your choice.

REMIND APP

This is a great way to 
communicate with your 
child’s teacher.

If you are not already
set up on the Remind
App, please email you
child’s teacher to get
set up. It is a great
communication tool.



Fourth Grade Freelancer

Wow! The first quarter is already coming to a

close at the end of October, and our students
have been nothing short of rock stars! After

such a long period of time out of the building,

we were all overjoyed to see our Positive

Astros! Our fourth graders have adjusted

nicely to being back at school and to

following all of the new expectations that are

in place to help keep everyone safe and

healthy!

October was filled with beginning of the year

assessments, academics, and some old, yet

newly adapted, traditions. We had our PBIS

assembly in the fourth grade hallway so that

we could cheer each other on while staying

physically distanced. We also had a blast at

the Fall Ball that was held in our classrooms!

November will no doubt bring more

opportunity for learning and growing! A few

things out fourth graders will focus on this

month will include using Claim, Evidence, and

Reasoning and DBQs (Data Based Questions)

for critical thinking in science and social

studies, analyzing nonfiction text, and multi-
digit multiplication and long division in math.

You can support your fourth grader by

reminding them to read and practice their

multiplication facts daily, as well as

encouraging the use of our new online

adaptive learning program, Freckle!

As always, thank you for your support!

Third Grade Tales

Our Positive Astro students have been busy completing
the Beginning of their Year (BOY) testing in reading,
math, science, and writing to provide us data on how
best to support them academically. Our goal is to
ensure all of our students have a successful year!

Our Third Graders have been working hard on using
Freckle in both reading and math. This program is a
great resource for your Positive Astro child to use for
extra practice at home. Please contact your child’s
teacher if you have any questions.

Your child has been learning about summarizing in
reading – please ask them what the acronym SWBST

stands for! Students have also learned how to ask and
answer questions, and are moving onto learning about
the central message in a story, and main idea, and
details. In Social Studies, your child has been learning
about Local Government and the U.S. Constitution. In
math, your child has been working on multiplication
facts, and on states of matter and how to measure
mass, volume, and length in Science.

Please continue to check your child’s planner nightly
for homework and any notes from their teacher. Please
also remember that the best way to contact your
child’s teacher is by using Remind.

Thank you for your support! 



Fifth Grade Bulletin

We are back and stronger than ever! We are so proud of our Positive Astros

and how they are rising up to the challenge of Fifth Grade!

Our Astros have transitioned well back into the classroom after a spring of e-

Learning and a long summer. We are immensely proud of them!

Our students have taken assessments in all academic areas, allowing their

teachers to plan an appropriate learning path for them. We have

celebrated this year with the Summer Slide Challenge, our PBIS Awards, and

our Fall Ball in our classrooms! We will be ready to Sharpen our Saws over

Thanksgiving Break, too.

As we move into the 2nd quarter, we look forward to gaining momentum and

working toward personal and academic goals. Your child will continue

following their academic path to success! It is hard to believe that at the end

of the next quarter, our students will be halfway on their way to middle

school!


